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Representative Kersten, Chairman Select Commit tee, plane visit Europe 
this summer/purpose conducting hearings or interviews with refugees and 
emigres from behind iron curtain with view developing information on methods 
used selsure power in satellites. /UZimita might be from anywhere in Europe. 
In response informal approach re Kersten 'a desire hold public hearings in 

| * . . I'*"' ' •* 

Austria, Dipt stressed undesirability such hearings because of likely unfavorable 
reactions particularly risk putting Austrian Government in vulnerable posi- 
tion vis-a-vis Soviets. In response continued Committee insistence Dept 

representative agreed consult Austrian Govt rs possibility holding closed 

USQUE 

hearings income US consulate Austria . 

in your discretion . 

Request/you consult Foreign Office and submit Views Austrian Govt as 

well as your own on Committee 1 s latest proposal. If Foreign Office and you 

agree would imagine Saisburg best location, 

FIX Dept at Committee 8 s instance arranged for closed interviews to be 

held in London and Munich with permission of UK and FES REF GCHFTS subject 

to following conditions* 

«» Hearings will be closed, in Munich in IKS GCflft BLDGS, SB London on 

private premises, with no publicity or publication of substance of interviews 
while Committee in a particular country. 
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b« All prospective witnesses will be approached by invitation Which clearly 

any 

can be refused, there will be no effort to fcrce/wltnees 1 appearance. 

C» Scope of interviews will be limited to etuefcr of communist tactics and 
Committee will avoid die cue atone of delicate and speculative political lesuee 
which mi$it embarrass host Oort. 

Committee's plans are to be In London and Munich in June and presumably 
would wish to hold any Interviews for which permission might be obtained in 
Austria at approximately the same time. 




